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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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6) 13 Claim(s) 1,2 and 7-12 is/are rejected. 

7) K Claim(s) 3-6 and 13-20 is/are objected to. 
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Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mall Date 20070328 



ft 

Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,81 9 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2629 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-2,7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Aizawa (US 5,796,767). 

As to claim 1 , Aizawa teaches a current drive circuit (col. 1 , lines 6-8) 
comprising: 

a current mirror circuit (fig. 4, items Q1-Q2,Q5, col. 6, lines 53-57); 

a current source for applying reference current input to said current 
mirror circuit (fig. 4, item 4, col. 6. lines 39-45); 

a switch means to which output current of said current mirror circuit is 
applied (fig. 4, items 2,Q7-Q8, col. 6, lines 58-67); and 

a cascode circuit for supplying the output current of said switch means 
as a drive current (fig. 4, items Q3-Q8, col. 6, lines 46-52). 

As to claim 2, Aizawa teaches a current drive circuit (col. 1 , lines 6-8) 
comprising: 

a bias generator that includes: 

a first transistor in which a gate terminal and a drain terminal are 
connected together (fig. 14, item Q3); 

a second transistor in which a source terminal is connected to said 
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drain terminal of said first transistor and a gate terminal and a drain terminal are 
connected together (fig. 14, item Q4); and 

a current supply that causes a reference current to flow to said second 
transistor (fig. 14, items 4,Q4); and 
a current output unit that includes: 

a third transistor in which a gate terminal is connected to said gate 
terminal of said first transistor (fig. 14, item Q7); 

a fourth transistor in which a gate terminal is connected to said gate 
terminal of said second transistor (fig. 14, item Q8); and 

a switch means that is provided between a drain terminal of said third 
transistor and a source terminal of said fourth transistor (fig. 14, item Q9). 

As to claims 7-8, Aizawa teaches switch means is turned ON and OFF by a 
control signal (fig. 14, item 3). 

As to claims 9-10, Aizawa teaches a graduation signal (fig. 14, item DT). 

As to claims 11-12, Aizawa teaches MOS transistor (col. 6, lines 46-52). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claims 3-6,13-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Relative to claim 3 the major difference between the teaching of the prior art of 
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record (Aizawa) and the instant invention is that a plurality of said current output units: 
and a plurality of terminals that are connected to each of drain terminals of said fourth 
transistors of said plurality of said current output units. 
Claims 4,13,15,17 depend on claim 3. 

Relative to claim 3 the major difference between the teaching of the prior art of 
record (Aizawa) and the instant invention is that a plurality of current drive circuits: and 
a terminal that is connected to drain terminals of each of said fourth transistors of said 
plurality of said current drive circuits. 

Claims 6,14,16,18 depend on claim 5. 

Relative to claim 19 the major difference between the teaching of the prior art of 
record (Aizawa) and the instant invention is that organic EL elements that are arranged 
in a matrix: current drive circuits and scan circuits for causing drive currents to flow to 
said organic EL elements; and signal processing circuits for receiving image data 
signals as input, supplying graduation data signals to said current drive circuits, and 
supplying scan control signals to said scan circuits. 

Relative to claim 20 the major difference between the teaching of the prior art of 
record (Aizawa) and the instant invention is that organic EL elements that are arranged 
in a matrix:, current drive circuits and scan circuits for causing drive currents to 
flow to said organic EL elements: and signal processing circuits for receiving image 
data signals as input, supplying graduation data signals to said current drive circuits, 
and supplying scan control signals to said scan circuits. 
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Telephone Inquire 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonid Shapiro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7683. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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